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Today we have reached the conclusion of the series focusing on why we order our worship 

the way we do. An order of worship provides a meaningful pattern for our encounter with 

God through the resurrected Christ and Holy Spirit. More than a sequence of actions, our 

Sunday liturgies shape our faith over time, forming us as Christ’s disciples. 

The order of worship is rooted in Scripture, the traditions of the universal Church, and our 

Reformed heritage. It is centered on the movements of Gathering, Word, Sacrament, and, as 

we will elaborate today, Sending. 

 

By the time we have reached the conclusion of the weekly worship experience, we have 

been immersed in liturgy – words, songs, prayers, rituals, declarations – all that use the 

hour to center us on God’s message for the world through Christ Jesus. We have heard the 

word proclaimed and interpreted. Whatever content fills the sermon, is the “what.” And 

when done well, it should lead to a “now what?” Meaning, what is the gospel calling those 

present in the worship service to do? What is our response to the gospel? How is it calling 

each one of us to live their lives from that point on?  

 

The word from the New Testament that we translate as “church,” is the Greek ekklesia 

(ek-klay-see'-ah). It is a compound word made up of the word ek which means “out from” 

and kaleō meaning “to call out” or “to name.” The early Christians understood that the 

ekklesia – the church – calls its people out into the world to share the good news. In other 

words, we are not fulfilling the mandate of the church only on the inside – we MUST apply 

the work of the church out in the world.  

 

The biggest figures of the Hebrew Scriptures and the Gospels – Moses and Jesus, 

respectively – bear the depth of meaning for this word.  
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Before Moses was positioned to hear the call of Adonai at the bush-that-was-burning- 

but-not-consumed, he was a baby born under an edict that all male Hebrew children 

should be drowned in the Nile after their birth. (Exodus 1) When Moses was born, his 

mother hid him for three months, and then made a heart-wrenching decision. She 

complied with the edict by making a basket to put her son in and floated him down the 

river. It was the next action that got Moses his name. I’ll let the author of Exodus explain: 

2:5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe, while her maidens walked 

along by the riverside. When she saw the basket among the reeds, she sent her 

handmaiden to fetch it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child—a baby boy crying! 

She had compassion on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew children.” 

 

7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should I go and call a nurse from the 

Hebrews to nurse the child for you?” 

 

8 Pharaoh’s daughter told her, “Go!” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 

Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse him for me, and I will 

pay you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 After the boy 

grew older she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. So she 

named him Moses saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.”  

 

Oooo, that’s a juicy text - we could talk about it for a long while! But, I’ll stay focused. 

Connecting the last sentence to what we heard Donna read – and everything that happens 

in Moses’ life in between – we can see that Moses was drawn out and called for a purpose.  

 

Jesus’ story is similar. Matthew tells us that after he was born, King Herod was so 

threatened by the chatter that a “king of the Jews” had been born in Bethlehem, that he 
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made an edict to kill all of the boys born within two years of the time Jesus was born. That 

forced Jesus’ family into exile – ironically? – in Egypt. Actually, Matthew tells us it wasn’t 

irony, it was destiny. In chapter 2:15, the narrator tells us: “( Jesus’ family) remained there 

until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by Adonai through the 

prophet (Hosea), “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” (Hosea 11:1) 

And as all the Gospels declare, when Jesus entered his public ministry, he did so by going to 

John at the Jordan to be baptized. There he fulfilled his role as the “new Moses,” by being 

submerged in the river, and, again quoting Matthew, “as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” (3:16-17) 

 

Jesus was called out of the water, then into the wilderness where he was tried and tempted 

for 40 days. Then he was called out of the wilderness and sent to Galilee, where he 

eventually called some fishermen to “follow me and I will make you fishers of people.” (Mt 

4:19) These disciples were eventually commissioned by Jesus to “Go therefore and make 

disciples…” (Mt 28:19) And on and on it goes - the cycle of calling and sending, calling and 

sending.  

We could spend a long time surveying the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testament of stories 

about folks being sent for a purpose but none of us really wants to take the amount of time 

that would offer us. But, I will invite you, should you remember, to listen to the stories that 

we hear throughout our worship services for all the unique ways people are called out to 

bear witness to the mighty power of God; in so doing,  to transform our lives with the 

knowledge that we are all God’s beloved children.   
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Through Jesus we come to understand that the promise God made to Moses at the bush 

extends to us as well. When Moses asks God, “Whom shall I tell the people sent me?”, the 

Holy One responds:  

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”  

(Some traditions pronounce the Hebrew word for this phrase “Yahweh,” others “Jehovah.” 

Jews say the word is so holy that it shouldn’t be pronounced at all and so the stand-in 

Adonai is used. Many of our bibles substitute the phrase with “The LORD.”)   

God said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 

God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘Adonai, the God of your 

ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you’:​ This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 

 

By inheritance of this promise through Christ Jesus, we also fall under the covenant I AM 

made with Moses.  

 

A couple of weeks ago I spoke about the important use of confessions of faith in our 

worship services to mark important times in the church's life. When the Presbyterian 

Church reunited its northern stream with its southern stream in the early 1980’s, they 

wrote a new statement that spoke to the nature of God through the three expressions found 

in the Trinity. While I was thinking about the inheritance Christians were given when we 

were grafted into the covenant promises made with Moses, I thought of one particular 

section of the “Brief Statement of Faith.” It says: 

In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 
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God delivered the children of Israel 

from the house of bondage. 

Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

God is faithful still. 

God is faithful still…God is faithful still. 

God is faithful through the gift of the Holy Spirit. The energy of the risen Christ which 

continually enlivens the ekklesia.  

 

I like to think of the Spirit as that mysterious, transcendent being that helps us see how we 

can apply the teachings of the gospel today. It is this that the Apostle Paul was writing about 

to the Christians in Rome when he said: 

6 God's gift of great kindness has been poured out on us in many ways, giving us 

different kinds of gifts. If your gift is to speak the heart and mind of the Great Spirit 

in a prophecy, then let trust guide your words. 7 If your gift is helping others, then 

give yourself to help others. If teaching is your gift, teach well. 8 If your gift is to 

speak courage and strengthen the hearts of others, then speak bravely. The one 

whose gift is giving should not hold back. If your gift is leading, lead with honor. And 

the one whose gift is showing mercy and kindness to others should do so freely, with 

a glad heart! 

These are very simple ways of serving the world that are named here. I dare say that 

everyone in this service bears at least one of these gifts – and most likely two or three. I 

certainly know that you all are good at giving because our budgeted income has stayed on 

course so far this year. It doesn’t mean that we should relax on supporting the work of the 
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church. In fact, we might even draw encouragement from this word - that those whose gift 

is giving should not hold back. Your giving is a blessing to the ministry of the church. As are 

those given to teach; to lead; to show mercy and kindness; to speak truth to power; and, 

especially those who give by serving others.  

 

Paul helps us realize that it doesn’t take a Moses or a Jesus to bear the gifts of those called 

out by God to be a blessing in the world. Through baptism we all have been called out from 

the water, marked with that inheritance, and it is part of our DNA as beloved children of 

God.  

 

So, as we conclude this series on the WHY of worship – let us do so with a renewed focus on 

embracing the ardor for serving found in the order of the liturgy. We should come together 

to be filled with the inspiration of the Spirit, so that we may go out and bear our light in a 

world seeking illumination.  

 

Let us prepare to go forth by singing our prayer that God may speak to us that we may echo 

God’s word of life.  
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