Sermon - Common Good Series #5 - Stay Open to Compromise July 27,2025

There’s a story in the Hebrew Scriptures that comes from the tradition of the
wisdom of King Solomon. It is found in 1 Kings, chapter 3. It tells of two women
who were prostitutes and who lived in the same boarding house. They became
pregnant at the same time and gave birth within days of one another; both had
boys. One of the babies died in the middle of the night, and the disconsolate
mother switched the babies so that the other woman awoke in the morning with
the dead child. But she knew that the child was not her son. The women

determined that they would take their disagreement to the king to sort out.

Please remember, the stories from these early times do not reflect the same
sensibilities we have today. When the women brought the child to the king and
each claimed that the living boy was hers, Solomon asked his guard to bring him
a sword so that he could declare, “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to
the one (mother) and half to the other.” His declaration appealed to the depths of
compassion in the real mother, and she exclaimed, “Please, my lord, give her the
living boy; certainly do not kill him!” She would rather have lost her son to the
other woman than see him killed. The other woman, still in the grips of grief
and despair, was willing to let the king cut the child in half; thus the king knew
to which mother the child belonged. (1 Kings 3:16-28)

The bottom line for the mother of the alive child was love for her son - for him
to live was the most important thing, even if that meant giving him up. This is a
terrible and desperate example of a compromise she was forced to make and act
upon. Unfortunately, the other woman was so bent on winning (that is, making
the other woman lose her child, too) that there was only one outcome that would
1



suit her. The king’s extreme way of ferreting out the truth, helped make the
fullness of love come to the fore, and ultimately the course of justice was

followed.

Sometimes staying open to compromise allows us to reach conclusions that we
may not see because we are so hyperfocused on getting what we want. I believe
that the woman whose son died would eventually see the wisdom in not
destroying the other child, and that it was her desolation that had interfered

with her judgement.

Turning to the New Testament, we are reminded of this credo from Paul’s letter
to the Philippians, chapter 2:
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your
own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you

that was in Christ Jesus...

In Jesus’ Beatitudes, we hear the blessing of the peacemakers. The peacemakers
are those who are able to look beyond their desire to “win,” and work towards
the common good. The peacemaker is willing to take the time to NOT rush into
a quick judgement. They see the value of allowing the work of what is just and
fair to find its way to the foreground of the deliberations. The peacemaker
invites all contributors to a conversation to share why their hearts and souls are

invested in the outcome of the conversation.

Each of us is equipped with “an inner teacher, a voice of truth, that offers the



guidance and power we need to deal with our problems. But that inner voice is
often garbled by various kinds of inward and outward interference.” (The grief of
the woman whose son died in the middle of the night is a heavy-hearted
example.) Interference can lead us to believe that a certain outcome is right, even
if it goes against our own core beliefs, and especially against the common good.
The peacemaker invites questions to be asked that can move past the
interferences and get to where the common good lies. As we become curious and
allow open-ended questions to remove the surface noise, and allow each person
in the conversation to open up to their “inner teacher,” then we are capable of
deepening our understanding of one another. And once we understand one

another better, we are more likely to be able to work towards a compromise.

As I was exploring how peacemakers are able to accomplish compromise by

using the art of asking the right questions, I came across this quote from the

Lombard Mennonite Peace Center:
I think of Jesus who was a master at asking questions. In the book Jesus is
the Question, the author Martin Copenhaver shares this fascinating detail of
Jesus’ ministry: “According to the Gospels, Jesus asks 307 different
questions, is asked only 183 questions, and answers fewer than 10 of those
he is asked.” Jesus’ use of questions helped to deepen relationships, disarm
tensions, and help people define themselves better.
(https://[wwwlmpeacecenter.org/finerpoints/the-art-of-asking-questions)

This quote tells me two things: number one, Jesus wasn’t asking questions in
order to hear answers that would satisfy his ego. Instead, Jesus asked questions

to help the conversation partner open up their “inner teacher.” Also, Jesus


https://www.lmpeacecenter.org/finerpoints/the-art-of-asking-questions

doesn’t feel pressure to answer questions with the “right answers.” Jesus was a
good listener, working with folks to find "the peace that passes all
understanding” — also from Philippians (4:7) — which is a peace that is not
dependent on circumstances, but rather a divine gift that guards the heart and

mind through faith in Christ Jesus.

Need I say it, the reason we belong to and associate with this community of faith
is because Jesus is our exemplar. I feel like we say it week after week, we know
that at the heart of Jesus’ mission is the love of God, care of self, and compassion
towards our neighbor. The heart of being a Christian is to seek the Common
Good.

Before turning it over to Councilman Posch, I will recall the words that Paul sent
to the faithful in Corinth.
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5
or rude. (Love) does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps
no record of wrongs; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in
the truth. 7 (Love) bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,

endures all things.

In our time, these words are most often associated with weddings. But as we

discussed a couple of weeks ago, Paul is focused on the Greek understanding of

the word agape. In his book on The Four Loves, C.S. Lewis defines agape as
selfless, unconditional love, a divine love that originates from God and is

reflected in humanity. It is the highest form of love, transcending natural



loves and characterized by a desire to serve and benefit others without

expecting anything in return.

If we are following Christ with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, we will
take the great effort needed to hone our behavior to express this sort of selfless
love, one that does not insist on its own way; ... keeps no record of wrongs; does
not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. And one that seeks to
understand the neighbor with the goal of reaching common ground, so that it

may manifest the common good.

In order for us to hear ways in which that goal is sought in real life, we have
invited Jim Posch to offer our keynote today. Jim and I had a wonderful
conversation a little over a week. Jim was appointed to Cleveland Heights City
Council in May 2024. He has also served on the CHUH School Board, as well as
the Cleveland Heights Library Board. Professionally, Jim is a tech entrepreneur
having established and sold many businesses over the past 40 years. In his free
time(?), Jim enjoys traveling, skiing, reading, spending time with his wife and
two daughters and working on home improvement projects. Today, he will be
sharing with us his views and experience on how to stay open to compromise.

Welcome Councilman Jim Posch.



